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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH I NG TON 



March 15, 1969 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, NSC REVIEW GROUP: 


Subject: Paper on Mutual Withdrawal of Forces 


I attach what I believe to be the appropriate 
number of copies of the draft paper on "Mutual Withdrawal 
of Forces" directed by paragraph 2 of NSSM or March 12. 

This draft has been thoroughly reviewed by the Viet-Nam 

Ad Hoc Group. 

I recommend that--on Monday--you authorize distri- 
bution of this draft to Ambassador Bunker .and Ambassador 
Lodge by cable, with a request for preliminary comment 
to be received here not later than the opening of. 
business next Thursday morning. In view of the tight 
deadlines for this whole project, I believe such dis- 
tribution and comment is essential if the. NSC Review . 
Group is to do full justice to the paper in refining it 

for submission to the NSC, 

With respect to the required submission of alterna- 
tive positions, this draft sets forth all such alternative 
positions that are now put forward and supported by the 
representatives of any one agency represented on the 
Viet-Nam Ad Hoc Group. It was considered by. the Group 
that a theoretical presentation of all conceivable alter- 
natives would make the paper far too difficult for serious 
high-level review and would lead to discussion of issues 
not in fact in dispute. We recognize, of course, that the 
members of the NSC Review Group may at their level develop 
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differences of view that require the statement of 
additional alterna tives~~or the removal of some of the 
alternative positions now stated. 



William P. Bundy 


Attachments: 

Copies of Draft Paper 
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